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PCB:

PCB stands for Process Control Block. It is a data structure used by operating systems to
represent and manage each process in the system. The PCB contains information about the
current state of the process, the resources it is using, and the priority of the process.

PCB Uses:

The PCB is used by the operating system to keep track of each process in the system. When
a process is created, the operating system creates a new PCB for the process and stores it in
the kernel memory. When the process is terminated, the PCB is removed from the memory.

Some contents of the PCB:

1. Process state: This field indicates the current state of the process, such as running,
blocked, or ready.

2. Program counter: This field contains the address of the next instruction to be executed by
the process.

3. CPU registers: This field contains the values of the CPU registers for the process, such as
the accumulator, stack pointer, and index registers.

4. Memory management information: This field contains information about the memory
resources used by the process, such as the base address and limit of the process’s memory
space.

5. Process ID: This field contains a unique identifier for the process, which is used by the
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operating system to manage and control the process.

6. Process priority: This field contains the priority level of the process, which is used by the
operating system to determine the order in which processes are scheduled for execution.

The PCB is a crucial data structure for the efficient management of processes in an operating
system. By storing all the necessary information about each process in a single location, the
operating system can quickly and easily manage the execution of multiple processes in the
system.
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