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Define process and thread. What is PCB ? Explain its various entries
with their usefulness ?

Process and Thread:

A process is a program in execution. It is an instance of a program that consists of one or
more threads and has its own virtual address space, system resources, and state information.

A thread, on the other hand, is a lightweight process that shares the same virtual address
space and system resources as other threads within the same process. Multiple threads can
exist within a single process and execute concurrently.

PCB:

A Process Control Block (PCB) is a data structure used by the operating system to store
information about a process. It contains various entries that are used by the operating
system to manage the process and track its state.

The following are some common entries in a PCB:
1. Process ID (PID): A unique identifier assigned to each process by the operating system.

2. Program Counter (PC): A pointer to the next instruction that will be executed by the
process.

3. CPU Registers: A set of registers that store the current values of the CPU registers when
the process was interrupted.

4. CPU Scheduling Information: Information about the process’s priority, scheduling class, and
current status.
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5. Memory Management Information: Information about the process’s virtual address space,
including the base address and limits of each segment.

6. 1/0 Status Information: Information about the I/O devices that are being used by the
process.

7. Accounting Information: Information about the process’s resource usage, such as CPU
time, memory usage, and I/O operations.

Usefulness:

The usefulness of these entries varies depending on the operating system and the specific
needs of the process management system. The PCB is a crucial data structure for the
operating system to manage the process, allocate resources, and keep track of the process’s
state. By maintaining information about the process, the operating system can efficiently
manage the execution of multiple processes and provide a secure and stable environment for
applications to run.
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